Block of the Month: Block 8--blocks due at the September meeting

This next block it great. It is a little more difficult, but the completed block looks wonderful. We are still using
our neutal color palette. The colors shown in the these instructions are for illustration only. There is a picture
below on the right and additional information about the palette is in the January 2015 newsletter. All blocks
are 12.5” blocks — 12” finished. Check out the blog http://www.sewmamasew.com/ for more ideas
There are lots of partial seams in this block, and the small pieces can be a touch finicky. But just take care
to follow the directions step by step, and be mindful and diligent in your piecing, and you’ll manage the block
with no problems. Before you know it you’ll have wrapped your brain around the concept of partial seams
and knowing how they work will open up your design options!
With all of these seams, it’s very important to keep a scant ¼” seam allowance so that your block finishes at
12.5” square.

Neutral color palette

Fabric Requirements: (If making two blocks --double this.)
Fabric A: 1.5” x 23.5” scrap
Fabric B: 1.5” x 15.5” scrap
Fabric C: 1.5” x 10” scrap
Fabric D:1.5” WOF strip, 4.5” x 5.5” scrap, 6.5” x 8.5” scrap

Cut List:

Fabric A:
A1 = 1.5” x 1.5”
A2 = 3.5” x 1.5”
A3 = 1.5” x 3.5”
A4= 1.5” x 6.5”
A5 = 8.5” x 1.5”

Fabric B:
B1 = 1.5” x 3.5”
B2 = 1.5” X 1.5”
B3 = 3.5” x 1.5”
B4 = 1.5” x 3.5”
B5 = 3.5” x 1.5”
Fabric C:
C1 = 3.5” x 1.5”
C2 = 1.5” x 1.5”
C3 = 1.5” x 3.5”
C4 – 1.5” x 1.5”

Fabric D:
D1, D2, D3, D4, D5,
D6. D8, D10, D12,
D14, D16= 1.5” x 1.5”

D7 = 1.5” x 6.5”
D9 = 4.5” x 5.5”
D11, D13 = 6.5” x 1.5”
D15 = 3.5” x 1.5”
D17 = 2.5” x 1.5”
D18 = 6.5” x 8.5”

Assembling the Block: Press between every step.

1. First, sew together the portions of the block that don’t require any
partial seams.
Assemble D1, A1, D2 and then A2 to create P1
Assemble D3, B2, D5 and then A3 to create P2

Assemble D10, C2, D11 and then A5 to create P3
Assemble D7 and A4 to create P4

Assemble C4, D16 and then D17 to create P5

Assemble B5, D15 and then D13 and D18 to create P6

Now we’ll move on to sewing some partial seams. The directions clearly
indicate just where to do this. When you sew a partial seam, sew half way
across, about ¾” of an inch along. I find this gives you the right balance of
enough seam sewn and enough left unsewn to work with later.

2. Sew P1 to D4, using a partial seam and leaving the left side of the seam unsewn.

3. Sew B1 to the right side of this piecing and set aside.

4. Sew D6 to P2 using a partial seam and leaving the top part
of the seam unsewn.
5. Sew C1 to the bottom of this
piecing and set aside.

Step 2

Step 5

Step 3

6. Sew D12 to P3 using a partial seam and leaving the
right side of the seam unsewn.

Step 4

7. Sew this piecing to the right side of the piecing
you finished in step 3.
Step 7

Step 6

8. Sew B3 to the bottom of this piecing and set aside.

Step 8

9. Sew D8 to P4 using a partial
seam and leaving the bottom half
of the seam unsewn.

10. Sew this piecing to the bottom
of the piecing from step 5.

11. Sew B4 to the right edge of this piecing and set aside.

12. Sew D14 to P5 using a partial seam and leaving
the right side of the seam unsewn.

Step 9

13. Sew this piecing to the right edge of portion
from step 11.

Step 12

Now you’ll do your first fitting portions together.
When closing these partial seams it can be
finicky to get your needle in the right place to
pick up where you left off but it can be done.
Just be patient and take your time to get it right.

Step 10

Step 11

You’ll fit together the piecing that you finished in steps 11 and 13.
14. First line up B1 and B4 and sew together that bit, along B3.
15. Next sew the right seam of P2 in
16. Followed by the top seam of P2.

Step 13

17. Next fit in C3 . First sew in the longer
left seam, then the bottom seam.

18. Next sew the top seam, but as a partial seam, leaving the right side of the
seam unsewn.

19. Fit in D9 first sewing the top seam,
and then the left seam.

Step 17, 18

20. Finish the block by fitting in P6, first
sewing the left seam and then the top
seam.

Step 19

Step 14, 15, 16

Step 20

Great job!

Adriane Ridder
Block of the Month Chair

